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Session I. PARENTING BY PROCLAIMING CHRIST 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT 

Before we get too far into this, I want to take a moment to say: I recognize that parenting is 

one of the most challenging endeavors we will undertake. But I can also attest that there is 

so much joy in watching them grow, in coming alongside and helping them; children are a 

gift. My sense of dependence upon God and responsibility in this task grows every year. I 

expect that some of you could be in a variety of places. Some of you are here because your 

oldest kid is about to be a teenager. For some of you, you're almost done; an empty nest is 

on the horizon. 

But even more than a diversity of ages, I expect that among you there are a diversity of 

experiences. Parenting presents a variety of challenges.  Some of you: 

• are worn-out and sleep deprived from caring for your little ones. 

• may be anxious at how to set a school-age child on the right trajectory. 

• may be seeing some concerning sins just emerging in your child or maybe you're 

wondering how to reverse course on long-entrenched patterns of behavior. 

• may be perplexed at how to navigate the rapid changes of the teen years.  

• may be grieved by the ways that parenting has revealed your sin: perhaps 
unbelief towards God or impatience and anger towards your teenager. 

All of us, I am sure, are longing to see clearer and more consistent evidence of God's saving 

grace in our children's lives. 

I particularly want to say something about those whose kids are older and feel like you 

have missed your opportunity. Maybe you have recently come to realize that there is more 

you could have or should have done more. If you are discouraged or disheartened because 

you feel like you blew it and there is nothing you can do, it is not too late to make up lost 

ground. 

• As a former teenager, I can testify that it is not too late. As a kid, I grew up going 

to church, but I never experienced deliberate or consistent discipleship from my 

parents. A pastor began investing in my dad when I was away as a freshman in 

college. My Dad resolved to make up for lost time and begin investing in me. That 

began a sudden and dramatic change in my life that led to repentance, a changed 



relationship with my parents and attitude toward the church, and a series of 

radical decisions that ultimately led me to my wife and into ministry. 

 

• I don't know how God will use your discipleship of your children, but I can 

promise you that sins we commit in our parenting are just like any other sins in 

the sense that we can repent and ask God's forgiveness and those sins are 

washed clean by blood of the Lamb and we will be filled with God's Spirit to walk 

in faithful obedience. And God can redeem and restore what has been lost. 

So do not grow weary of doing good. Do not grow weary of doing good towards your kids. 

Let us keep sowing, and keep sowing together. 

 

Now, I want to talk about what we are sowing to. What is the seed we are sowing. The main 

lesson of these classes is this: Our goal as Christian parents is to raise children to know 

the Lord and walk in the fear of the Lord. We want our kids to be Christians, but not 

content with merely a profession of faith. We are aiming for maturity, godliness. This has 

been the heart of Christian parents throughout history. 

 

Abigail Adams letter to 11-year old John Quincy Adams as he accompanied his father on a 

diplomatic mission to France: 

"... remember that you are accountable to your maker for all your words and actions. Let 

me injoin [sic] it upon you to attend constantly and steadfastly to the precepts and 

instructions of your father as you value the happiness of your mother and your own 

welfare. ..., for dear as you are to me, I had much rather you should have found your grave 

in the ocean you have crossed, or any untimely death crop you in your infant years, rather 

than see you an immoral profligate or a graceless child." 

Abigail Adams, in a letter to her son John Quincy. 

 

That may seem strict, and it reflects a degree of the Yankee culture of the day, but what 

Abigail Adams is expressing, to her 11-year old, is the importance of the fear of the Lord. 

Even though she doesn't use that phrase she starts with a reminder that young John Quincy 

is accountable to his maker for all his words and actions. And we would want to add to that 

all his thoughts and feelings as well. So she urges his to watch his life carefully, as she says 

it, "to attend constantly and steadfastly to the precepts and instructions of your father." 

Sounds like Proverbs, doesn't it? And Proverbs indeed has some significant wisdom for 

children and for parents. But today I want to look at a verse from Colossians that we don't 

usually think of as a parenting verse. So, turn your Bible to Colossians 1, please. We don't 

normally think of this as a parenting verse, but I want to suggest to you that this might be 

one of the best parenting verses in the Bible. 

 



“Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 

present everyone mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28) 

This little sentence gives us a clear goal in our parenting and the steps we take in attaining 

that goal. One of our highest goals in parenting is that we may present everyone mature in 

Christ. 

 

I'm going to give us the big picture, a vision of where we are headed here and some 

overarching goals along the way. 

 

"Him we proclaim..." 
• discipleship requires proclamation: we need to speak to our children about Jesus 

Christ. 

• Tell your kids about Jesus. Talk about Jesus. 

• It has been said by many people that God has given two institutions to the world for 
the expansion of the kingdom: the family and the church. Both are responsible to 
proclaim. 

o Do you think of proclamation as one of your parental duties? 
o This could conjure up the wrong picture! You don't need to set up a pulpit in 

the living room and launch into an hour-long sermon with three points and a 
hymn. 

o Proclaim - to make a thing known in public. 
 

"We must not expect all things at once. We must remember what children are, and teach 

them as they are able to bear. Their minds are like a lump of metal not to be forged and 

made useful at once, but only by a succession of little blows. Their understandings are like 

narrow-necked vessels: we must pour in the wine of knowledge gradually, or much of it 

will be spilled and lost." J. C. Ryle, The Duties of Parents, 6. 

• I'm sure you're doing this and have done this. As kids get older, don't assume 

that they've got it. Match the level of your instruction about the gospel to your 

children's mental capacity. In other words, give them more of the gospel, deeper 

and broader, as they get older. 
 

• Think books and sermons.  

"...warning everyone..." and "...teaching everyone..." 

• Let’s begin with teaching. We must teach our children. Our job is to shape them 
by the grace of Christ and in the power of the Spirit and with the word of God. 
 

• This is the positive counterpart to "warning everyone." We need to not only 
warn our kids what not to do, we need to teach them what to do. 

 



• This requires instruction.. The more consistent you are in your instruction, the 
more confident you’ll be in your correction.  

 

• We must also warn, admonish, correct our children. 
 

• “His father [David] had never at any time displeased him [Adonijah] by asking, 
“Why have you done thus and so?” (1 Kings 1:6) 

 

"...with all wisdom..." 

• in Scripture, "wisdom" tied to the fear of the Lord. We are teaching children to 
live life well, by which we mean in the fear of the Lord. 

• This wisdom works in two directions: it takes wisdom to do this well, so 
parenting must always be accompanied by prayer. I think there are few things 
that will drive us to prayer like the desperation we feel in parenting. 

• Parenting not only takes wisdom, it 

"...that we may present everyone..." 

• "present:" this is eschatological, which means on the last day, we will give an 

account for 

• Cf. Col 1.22 

"...mature in Christ." 

• Mature. A hard word to translate. Mature/complete/perfect. 

o "[Mature] connotes the quality of being so wholehearted in one's devotion to 

the Lord that one can be said to be blameless in conduct (see esp. Matt. 5:48; 

19:21; Eph. 4:13; Heb. 5:14; Jas. 1:4b)." Doug Moo, The Letters to the 

Colossians and to Philemon, 161. 
 

• That is a fantastic summary of what the Christian life is about: whole-hearted 
devotion and blameless conduct. 
 

• in Christ. This is the non-negotiable minimum of faith in Christ. If it isn't maturity in 
Christ, it's not real maturity at all. 

Session 2: PARENTING AS EVANGELISM 

• Before we can grow children as disciples in maturity, we have to lead them to be 
disciples. 
 

• For kids who grow up in the church, this can be a challenge. Our kids may not 
remember a time when they didn’t believe in Jesus and know his Word. 

 



• But growing up in a Christian home, coming to church on Sunday, not getting into 
trouble, these are not marks of true Christianity in our children. 

 

• And so, our first task as parents is to evangelize our children. 
o Preach the gospel and urge them to repent and believe. Talk about hell. Talk 

about salvation in the language of Scripture. What does it mean to die to 

yourself, to take up your cross, to turn from your sins, to love the Lord your 

God, to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called. 

o Remember that you can’t knock this out in a single conversation. 

o Recommend Gunderson, Your Child's Profession of Faith 

How do I know if my kid has really internalized? 

• First, if your kid is imitating you and your faith, your Bible reading, your church 

attendance, praise God. Imitation is strongly encouraged throughout the Bible: 

imitation is like training wheels where kids can begin to see what it feels like to 

walk in obedience. Those habits form character from which personal, 

internalized faith can grow. 
 

• This takes time. So don't be concerned if it seems like a mixed bag for a bit. 
 

• Encourage expressions of faith where you can. Rather than make 

pronouncements, encourage them to continue and grow in faith and repentance. 
 

• What we're looking for is what we would look for in any other discipleship: love 

for Christ, and hatred for sin. A desire to obey God. A love for God's Word and for 

God's people. The fruits of the Spirit, particularly towards siblings. A change in 

posture towards "characteristic" temptations. 

PARENTING AS DISCIPLESHIP 

What are we trying to disciple them into?  

How do we measure maturity? 

• Fear of the Lord 

o Prov 1:7; 9:10 

o Reeves, Reeves, and more Reeves 

o “He is not a truth to be known unaffectedly, or a good to be received 

listlessly. Seen clearly, the sheer beauty and splendor of God must cause our 

hearts to quake.” Michael Reeves, Rejoice and Tremble. 

• Mark 1:15. 

o Repentance 

o Faith 



 

• Mark 10:30–31 

o Love the Lord 

o Love your neighbor 
 

• Know God, and know him through his Word 

o Bible Reading Challenge 

o Teaching them to know the story of the Bible 

HOW TO 
• Example of personal devotion to Christ. You can't give what you haven't got. 

o Bible reading challenge 
o Grow personally. 
 

• Encouraging personal devotion to Christ. 
o Bible reading 
o singing at church 

 

• Teach them the Bible and theology 
 

• Read good books. 
 

CONCLUSION 

God's word speaks to us: 

“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For 

the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who 

sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing 

good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:7–9) 

 

This is a farming metaphor, and like a farmer, we are called to be faithful. We are called to 

do the work, to plant and to water, but we depend on God to give the growth. We watch and 

we pray, and we trust God to do the work that only he can do. 

 

 


